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mythological conceptions of the moon may have influenced the thoughts of the poets of the Upanishads. It is not in India only that the moon was looked upon as a symbol of life and immortality. When people counted by moons, the moon became naturally the source and giver of life. People asked for more moons, they lived so many moons, so that moon and life became almost synonymous. Next, as to the idea of immortal life after death, this was seen symbolised in the waning or dying of the moon and in the resurrection of the new moon. Traces of this have been discovered even among the lowest races, such, as the Hottentots, who have a well-known legend of the moon sending a messenger to men to tell them, ' As I die and dying live, so shall ye also die and dying live V
By combining these two conceptions, people were easily led on to the idea that as the departed went to the moon, and as the moon increased and decreased, they also increased and decreased with the moon. Then again, there was in India another tradition that the moon, the giver of rain and fertility, constituted the favourite food of the gods, so that it required no more than a combination of these traditions to arrive at the saying that, during the waning half, the gods fed on the departed who were dwelling in the moon. Some of these thoughts are expressed in the Ev. X. 85,19:
Nava/t nava7t bhavati ^yamana/i A Imam ketuft iishasam eti agram Bhagam deve"bhya7t vi dadhati a-ya"n Pnl /tandrama/i tirate dirghiim ayu7i.
*He (the moon) becomes new and new when born ; the light of days, he goes at the head of the dawns ; when he arrives, he distributes to the gods their share, the moon prolongs a long life.'
1 Selected Essays, i. p. 610.